Greenways Commission Meeting Agenda
Monday, September 13, 2021; 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Remote Meeting*

I.

6:30 pm – Call to Order (Chair)
a. Welcome
b. Approval of minutes – (May 10, 2021)

II.

6:40 pm – Project Updates
a. Jones Creek Greenway
b. Morgan Creek Greenway
c. Updated schedule for NCDOT SPOT 6.0 – future project funding

III.

7:15 pm – Carrboro Connects – Next Steps
a. Community Open House – Wednesday , September 22, 2021
b. Advisory board review of preliminary draft plan - October
c. Public Hearing – Tuesday, November 16, 2021

IV.

7:30 pm – Adjourn

*To view the advisory board meeting, please email Tina Moon at cmoon@townofcarrboro.org to receive
an invitation to view the meeting. If you wish to make public comment, at the time of the public comment,
the staff person will be able to allow speakers to remotely enter the meeting one-by-one to comment.
Please send any written statement or materials to the same email provided above. Requests to remotely
attend the meeting shall be made within 24 hours of the meeting start time. The requester should also
specify if they wish to make any comments in the email. All written statements and materials will be
forwarded to the advisory board members.

Carrboro Greenways Commission
Minutes
May 10, 2021
Members Present
*Alyson West
*Mahin Manley
*Meredith Morovati
*Satyhi Kallepalli
*indicates voting member

Absent
*Ethan Beattie
*Jeff Summerlin-Long

Staff Present
Trish McGuire -- Carrboro Planning
Tina Moon -- Carrboro Planning

Randee Haven-O’Donnell – Town Council Member
Damon Seils – Town Council Member

Guest(s)
Tamara Sanders
I.

Call to Order: Alyson West, serving as acting chair, called the meeting to order at 6:37PM.
a. Welcome
West welcomed everyone to the meeting.
b. Approval of Minutes
March 15, 2021 – Kallepalli made a motion to approve the March 15th minutes. Morovati
seconded the motion. Vote: Ayes (4), Kallepalli, West, Manley and Morovati; Nos (0);
Absent (2) Beattie, Summerlin-Long
The Greenways Commission meeting minutes for March 15th 2021 were approved.

II.

Debrief from Joint Meeting with Recreation & Parks Commission
Greenways Commission members held an in-depth discussion on the joint meeting in March
2020. Members cited benefits of meeting together and discussing shared interests, noting the
overlap of greenways and recreation. The Planning Director, Trish McGuire, provided a detailed
presentation on the history of greenways in Carrboro, the funding process as well as the design
and construction process. Maps showing the location of greenways throughout the town as
well as images of specific greenways in various stages of completion were explained and
discussed. Morovati stated the benefit of hearing the presentation as a new member and West
noted that even as a long-time member of the commission the history of greenway
development in Carrboro was very helpful. Discussion also extended into the division of tasks
among Town departments. Recreation and Park’s involvement in comprehensive greenway
planning and master plans, Planning taking the lead in design and Public Works managing
construction. West noted the benefit of seeing the cross pollination of master planning for
greenways—comprehensive greenway planning and the individual greenway systems which are
divided into phases—individual projects.
Sanders noted the opportunity for collaboration with Orange County and others through
participation in the Intergovernmental Parks Work Group (IPWG) and the possible interest in
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requesting another seat for Carrboro. West brought up the idea of developing programming for
greenways, such as including art on greenways and organizing walks/cycling and suggested that
the commission circle back to the discussion on that topic that had started before the COVID-19
pandemic. Other opportunities for collaboration were suggested and discussed, such as a joint
advisory board meeting with Orange County commissions, maybe every other year. Exploring
regional opportunities such as rails to trails, and/or the Mountains to Sea Trail, and perhaps
connections to the future Triangle Bikeway.
III.

Carrboro Connects
Moon introduced the item and provided some context for the materials in the packet.
Members focused on the goals/strategies related to greenways and transportation—topics most
relevant to the group’s purview. McGuire added additional information to help frame the
discussion and to explain the interest of seeking out strategies that seem to cross cut different
topical areas. Ideas for possible new funding through President Biden’s proposal for
transportation were noted and ideas for examining regulations and covenants that can limit
affordable housing were discussed. How to use zoning to allow the community to grow.
West, serving as the Greenways representative for the Carrboro Connects Task Force noted that
there hasn’t yet been a formal review of the goals. Members were asked to pick the top three
impactful projects. 1.2, 2.5 and 3.2 were identified:
1.2 Identify and promote opportunities for both passive and active recreation for younger and
older populations.
d) Improve park and trail accessibility for people with different abilities.
2.5 Encourage and support the development of greenways and trails for public use, creating a
complete network of connected greenways connecting parking, open spaces and
conservation areas for biking, walking and wildlife corridors.
3.2 Enhance public access to parks and natural areas while balancing environmental
protection and locating active facilities away from ecologically sensitive sites.
a) Support planning and development of a linear park and rustic trail system that
preserves much of the natural state while still advancing connectivity goals.
Discussion also included ways for incorporating stormwater management in greenways, and
seeking ways to provide a park within a half mile or 15 minute walk for all residents. How would
parks be defined in this context? Public or private space? Could private open space/facilities be
made available to the public, could it help address community interests in equity?

Kallepalli asked about the design of the master plan and phasing plan for the Bolin Creek
Greenway and whether equity had been a factor in the design? How are residents engaged in
greenway design? Does everyone has an opportunity to provide input? Morovarti asked how
success will be measured. Projects should be measurable. What does the metric look like?
What do we make to measure?
Manley reminded the group that not everyone has access to the Internet, and we need to be
sure to provide ways for everyone to stay engaged and participate in the process.
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IV.

Adjourn A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Morovati and seconded by Kallepalli.
Ayes – all. The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 pm. The next meeting will be on September 13,
2021.
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**Greenways Commission**
2021 Calendar

USA Holidays and Observances
New Year’s Day
Presidents’ Day
Easter
Memorial Day
Labor Day
Columbus Day
Thanksgiving
Kwanzaa

Jan 01
Feb 15
Apr 4
May 31
Sept 6
Oct 11
Nov 25
Dec 26-Jan 1

M L King Day
Passover
Ramadan
Father’s Day
Rosh Hashanah
Halloween
Hanukkah
New Year’s Eve

Jan 18
Mar 27 9
Apr 24
June 20
Sept 6-8
Oct 31
Nov. 28-Dec. 6
Dec 31

Valentine’s Day
Good Friday
Mother’s Day
Independence’s Day
Yom Kippur
Veteran’s Day
Christmas

Feb 14
Apr 2
May 9
July 4
Sept 15-16
Nov 11
Dec 25

